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SUBJECT: DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER'S COMMENTS ON STUDENT ACTIVISM 

1 . IN A CONVERSATION ALTER DINNER AT THE JAPANESE EMBASSY, 

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER DR. MAHATHIR TOLD ME THAT THE 
RELATIVE TRANQUILITY ON CAMPUSES WAS NOT DUE ENTIRELY TO 
CLOSE SURVEILLANCE AND STRICT LIMITATIONS ON STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
IMPOSED BY THE GOM ON STUDENTS LAST YEAR. HE AND OTHER 
SENIOR GOVERNMENT OPPICIALS WERE MAKING THEMSELVES AVAILABLE 
ON A CONTINUING BASIS POR MEETING WITH STUDENT GROUPS TO 
EXPLAIN GOVERNMENT POLICIES. THESE EXCHANGES, HE SAID, HAVE 
HELPED TO SHAKE STUDENT CONVICTIONS OP MORAL INFALLIBILITY AND 
BRING THEM PACE TO PACE WITH THE REALITIES AND COMPROMISES 
WHICH MUST BE MADE IN THE DAY-TO-DAY BUSINESS OP GOVERNMENT. 

SOME MEETINGS HAD BEEN HELD IN TRAINING CENTERS OVER THE 
WEEKEND WHERE SESSIONS HAD GONE INTO THE EARLY HOURS OP 

THE MORNING. ACCESSIBILITY OF SENIOR OPPICERS TO THE 
STUDENTS IN ITSELP WAS DESIRABLE, HE MAINTAINED, AND HE 
AND THE OTHER OPFICIALS HAD BENEFITTED FROM THE FRANK 
EXPRESSION OP STUDENT ATTITUDES. 

2. MAHATHIR SAID PURTHER THAT IN HIS TRAVELS ABROAD HE 
MADE IT A POINT TO MEET INPORMALLY WITH MALAYSIAN STUDENT 
GROUPS AND ANSWER THEIR QUESTIONS ABOUT GOVERNMENT POLICY. 
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3. COMMENT: THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER CONTINUES TO 
HOLD THE EDUCATION PORTPOLIO, AND AS A FORMER CONTROVERSIAL 
NON-CONFORMIST, FINDS IT DESIRABLE TO KEEP AN EYE ON HIS 
SPIRITUAL COUNTERPARTS IN THE YOUNGER GENERATION. 

HIS UNASSABILABLE POSITION AS A SPOKESMAN POR MALAY 
ASPIRATIONS PUTS HIM IN AN EXCELLENT POSITION TO CRITICIZE 
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MALAY FAILURES AND SHORTCOMINGS, AND HE PLAYS AN IMPORTANT 
ROLE IN THIS CAPABITY. 

UNDERHILL 
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